THE ARRAN MURDER
to any person taking reasonable care. Now, on the way down
Rose unquestionably met his death by violence of some kind,
and after death his body was carefully hidden by someone
under the boulder. If he died by falling over one or other of
the rocks further up the gully, it must have been a work of
great labour and difficulty to bring the body down to the
boulder and conceal it with the stones. His cap was found
folded up, with a heavy stone placed upon it, his waterproof,
cut in two, was rolled together near the burn, his pockets were
rifled, his watch, money, and return ticket were gone. All
that must have happened within a few hours of a summer
evening. The prisoner was seen coming out of the glen at
half-past nine, and again at Corrie Hotel about ten o'clock.
He returned to Brodick, and, without any intimation to the
people of the place, left the next morning, taking with him
Rose's bag, and wearing his grey felt hat. On his return to
Rothesay the prisoner was seen wearing Rose's tennis jacket
and yachting cap. His Lordship then referred to the incident
of the prisoner's conversation with the witness Aitken, to the
fact that Laurie had stated to others that he had a return-
half ticket to London, to the circumstances of his flight to
Liverpool With a box containing property proved to have
belonged to Rose, to the letters which he addressed to the
newspapers, and finally, to his apprehension and attempted
suicide. These were facts about which there could be no
doubt, and the Crown said they all pointed to the prisoner as
having committed the crime with which he was charged. The
defence was that the death of Rose did not take place in
presence of Laurie, that they, having gone up Goatfell to-
gether, did not descend together, although the one met his
death on the way by Glen Sannox to Corrie, and the other
reached Corrie by way of Glen Sannox. Laurie must have
been surprised to find that his friend did not return to their
lodgings, but the effect which Rose's non-arrival had upon
him was, that without saying a word to anyone, he went off
with his own and Rose's luggage. The defence maintained
that Rose had fallen over one of the rocks at a considerable
distance from the boulder, and that it would have been im-
possible for one man to have brought the body down and
buried it. His Lordship was afraid there were two views as to
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